
Leviathan Wakes by James S. A. Corey 
Recommended by Scott J. 

This is a fictional study of cultural, class, & race issues after the human race has 

colonized the near universe. There is plenty of action & intrigue as well. 

I was afraid I would not finish this 400+ page book, but now I am anxiously 

awaiting the release of the 6th book in the series. 

The Big Picture by Sean M. Carroll 
Recommended by Nolan D. 

Ambitious exploration of all the big questions, from the nature of reality, to free 

will, morality, & consciousness. The author is a theoretical physicist with a broad 

philosophy background, which helps him avoid a lot of the naϊve mistakes that 

occur when scientists or philosophers make proclamations about the universe. 

American Girls by Nancy Jo Sales 
Recommended by Katie K. 

I enjoyed reading this book because it discussed issues that a lot of people 

don't want to talk about. But they are important to talk about! We need to 

consider the effects that social media is having on all aspects of girls' (& boys') 

lives, and how we, as adults, model behavior surrounding social media habits. 

The Bad-Ass Librarians from Timbuktu by Joshua Hammer 
Recommended by Jendy M. 

The true story of a mild-mannered librarian who rescues centuries of printed & 

illuminated Islamic heritage from the ravages of war-torn Mali, starting in the 

1980s & continuing until quite recently. These books and manuscripts had been 

hidden in desert villages and treasured by tribal elders ever since Timbuktu fell 

from prominence as one of the world’s great centers of learning in the 

16th century. This book can be enjoyed for the rollicking adventure, as well as 

the insightful art history & current political analysis. 

Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda by Becky Albertalli  
Recommended by Stef P. 

This was just a sweet little story & I liked that Simon was gay but it wasn't the 

forefront of the story, which is what a lot of LGBTQ stories for teens can turn into. 

The Heart Goes Last by Margaret Atwood 
Recommended by Dana W. 

These characters in this novel are so vivid I found myself yelling at them, crying 

with them, then missing them after I had finished the book. This novel is on par with 

Atwood’s earlier novel The Handmaid’s Tale, which I would also recommend! 

How to Ruin Everything by George Watsky 
Recommended by Stef P. 

I loved this book because it's written very honestly & shows that it's okay 

when people make mistakes - it's what you do with what you learned from 

the experience that's important. 

Overwhelmed: Work, Love, & Play When No One Has the Time 

by Brigid Schulte 
Recommended by Melanie M. 

It was interesting to hear that I'm not alone in my feelings of work life balance 

& how although it was written from a woman's point of view & has undertones 

of what it's like to be a working mother, the issue is far greater & 

reaches across gender lines & even family/non-family lines. 

Rise of the Rocket Girls by Nathalia Holt 
Recommended by Laurie L. 

I really enjoyed reading about this group of women who defied cultural 

expectations for their time. Not that I didn't enjoy the science & 

the transition from pencil & paper/slide rule calculations to computers. 

When the career paths available to even college educated women were 

still teacher, secretary or nurse (what my mother was told), here was a place 

women with math & science capabilities were able to be involved in some 

amazing work. They had relationships, marriage, family - personal lives that 

were important to them, but weren't the only things that defined them. 



Truly Madly Guilty by Liane Moriarty 
Recommended by Katie F. 

What happened at the barbeque?  And why won't anyone talk about it?

Anything more will give the book away! 

The Book of Speculation by Erika Swyler  
Recommended by Meg M. 

Fates & Furies by Lauren Groff 
Recommended by Tim F. 

The prose was so well-crafted & engaging, I couldn't stop 

reading once I started. The characters were radiant & 

umbral in equal parts, & their wrath & light drove the story 

in imaginative ways! I highly recommend picking it up. 

Last Bus to Wisdom by Ivan Doig 
Recommended by John E. 

I liked the book because it was filled with adventure & nostalgia for an America 

that doesn't exist anymore. The story is about a young boy coming of age in Mon-

tana, taking the "dog bus" across the country to stay with relatives in Michigan, 

bunk houses, ranch hands, & haying season. Lots of humor & misadventure! 

Adulthood is a Myth by Sarah Anderson 
Recommended by Katie K. 

I laughed out loud at this one because it was all so true! It reminded me of 

'Marriage/Parenting: Illustrated with Crappy Pictures' by Amber Dusick - which I also 

read this year. It's comforting to know other people feel the same way. 

When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi 
Recommended by Laurie D. 

It was an inspiring read that really highlighted the struggles that 

doctors/residents face in determining their career paths, not to 

mention the struggles they face when they become patients. 

It was uplifting, while also being heart-wrenching. 

Empire of the Summer Moon by S.C. Gwynne 
Recommended by Jen W. 

Excellent research, an important U.S. history lesson, highly readable. 

The Midwife of Hope River by Patricia Harman 
Recommended by Kevin C. 

Wonderful “can’t put it down” book... 

Paper Girls, Vol. 1 by Brian K. Vaughan 
Recommended by Stef P. 

This book was "Stranger Things" but all female characters. 

Sci-Fi in the eighties throwback. Loved it! 

Postcards by Annie Proulx 
Recommended by Cindee H. 

I enjoyed the suspense of following the lead character use nearly obsolete skills, 

waiting for the body to be discovered, the motif of postcards as the thread, & 

watching a family drift off the farm in Vermont.  

The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency by Alexander McCall Smith 
Recommended by Diane E. 

Not very deep, however very enjoyable for adults or young adults. 

All the girls in my family have enjoyed reading them & also watching the HBO series. 
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