
let your voice be heard!
Cast your ballot on the Albany Public Library's 2017 budget and 
open seats on the APL Board of Trustees on May 17th.  (See page 10)

Check out the library's 

COMMUNITY REPORT
on pages 2-3 of the guide

May
June

2016



This is a condensed version of APL's 2015 
Community Report, which shares Executive 
Director Scott Jarzombek's version of the modern 
public library and how APL is meeting those 
expectations. You can read the full report online 
(at the top of any page on our website, click on 
"Quick Links" and select "2015 Community 
Report") or call (518) 427-4344 to request a copy 
by mail.

2015 Community Report

We are excited to show you the good work 
we did last year, thanks to your investment in 
our city. We pride ourselves on being an open 
organization, and welcome the opportunity to 
share this information with you.

The library is a structure with four pillars, each 
one representing a service we provide to the 
community: (1) technology, (2) programming, 
(3) role of the “third place,” and (4) access to
information. All four hold an equal importance to
our mission and often intersect with each other.
As you will see, each pillar of library service is
well used by the community and we are always
looking for new ways to strengthen and grow
them.

It’s not uncommon to see people lined up in front 
of our libraries, waiting for the doors to open in the 
morning. These individuals don’t want to borrow 
materials, what they most need is the internet 
access that we provide. APL is a bridge over the 
digital divide for many people in Albany. Through 
our hard-wired and WiFi connections, every day 
we are able to link individuals to family, friends, 
businesses, and employment. Last year we saw 
an incredible increase in the public bringing their 
own devices (laptops, tablets, mobile phones) 
to our locations to utilize the WiFi. In fact, APL 
hosted 536,610 WiFi sessions in 2015, an 
increase of 12%. 

We recognize that we are also the gatekeepers 
to both new and old technology. The library holds 
on to older technology so that all members of the 
community can make the transition at their own 
pace. In 2015, we opened our Albany Made Creative 
Lab. This makerspace at our Washington Ave. 
Branch hosts two 3D printers. But on the other side 
of the building, you will still find a trusty typewriter 
set up and ready for use. This year, we will be 
increasing our effort to provide more digital literacy 
instruction and provide additional services for those 
who use their own devices at our locations. Whether 
it’s a 3D printer or an old-fashioned typewriter, the 
library provides access to technology people need, 
but that isn’t readily available for home use.
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Meet with the Director
Scott holds office hours at APL branches and invites patrons to discuss their thoughts about the library with him. Appointments are strongly 
suggested and can be made by emailing jarzombeks@albanypubliclibrary.org.

May 3 (Tues) 10:00 am to 5:00 pm  June 7 (Tues) 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Howe Branch    Pine Hills Branch

May 25 (Wed) 10:00 am to 5:00 pm  June 22 (Wed) 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Arbor Hill/West Hill Branch   Bach Branch

Our biggest success last year was our programing. The library hosted 
4,398 of its own programs with 57,249 attendees, which is an increase of 
15%. We provided well-respected early literacy programs for preschool 
aged children, STEM programs for young adults, and an array of financial 
classes for adults, to name just a few. We also hosted 10,184 classes, 
meetings, and programs for our community partners at our branches, an 
increase of 113% over the previous year. Programming does not stop 
at our doors, but, importantly, also includes outreach to the community. 
Our librarians and staff venture out of our branches to raise awareness 
of the great resources we provide, 
as well as create relationships 
with community partners. In 
2015, we tripled the number 
of collaborators, fostering 
relationships with Albany 
Promise, Albany City School 
District, Albany Department of 
Recreation, and many more.

The city is lucky to have seven 
branch libraries nestled among our diverse neighborhoods, providing 
spaces for individuals, small businesses, entrepreneurs, and civic 
groups to meet and grow. Libraries like ours are often the “third place” 
in a community—a neutral, comfortable, social place separate from 
home and work. In 2015, we made a significant change to our hours 
of operation to provide library service on every weekday evening. This 
change made it possible for every member of the community to have 
library service within five miles of his or her residence. We believe this is 
why APL now has 86,015 card holders, an increase of 15%. In 2016 we 
plan to finish our work at the Washington Ave. Branch, the first time that 
building has been significantly updated since 1999. When we are done 

with our flagship branch, we will have quadrupled the amount of public 
seating and expanded space for meetings and programs. 

Books, movies, and music are still a huge part of our business, and 
last year APL loaned more than one million items. That’s an average 
of almost 3,000 books, DVDs, CDs, magazines, and other items every 

day we are open. Our users went home with tons of movies, music, 
and books—in both physical and digital formats. Books are not going 
anywhere, and while we continue to grow our eBook collection, we 
are working hard to provide the titles you want and need in a physical 
format. We have made 2016 the year of the book, with a renewed 
effort on promoting literacy in our community. 

Our four pillars—technology, programming, “third place,” and access to 
information—support:

• An organization of passionate individuals who care about information 
equality

• A Board of Trustees that makes every effort to govern an open and 
receptive organization

• An administration that works diligently to run a lean operation and 
make the public’s investment go as far as it can

• Most importantly, a staff made up of your neighbors (67 percent are 
Albany residents) who work hard to educate, entertain and empower 
their community

Thank you for continuing to support the work we do and make the 
most of the opportunities Albany Public Library provides.

Scott Jarzombek
Executive Director

Photo Credit: Times Union
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    All libraries are CLOSED: 
    May 28-30 (Sat-Mon)
    Memorial Day Weekend

APL PROGRAM GUIDE

This program guide highlights many of the events and activities 
taking place at all Albany Public Library locations around the city. 
All library programs are free and open to the public, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Programs are subject to change. If you want more information 
about a specific event, please call the host library or check our 
online calendar at www.albanypubliclibrary.org

Albany Made Creative Lab
This space for makers is full of equipment 
and technology, including a 3D printer, 3D 
scanner, video and music editing equipment, 
sewing machine, fiber arts materials, hand 
tools, graphics software and computer, color 
printer, digital camera, and bike repair kit. Stop 
by one of our open labs and make something! 
For more information, please call 427-4349.  
For ages 18+.

R Every Monday at 4:00-7:30 pm
R Every Thursday at 2:00-5:30 pm
R May 7, 21 and June 4, 18 (Sat) at 1:00-4:30 pm

Washington Ave. Branch (1st Floor, Albany Made Creative Lab)

With Pen in Hand: Writing Your Story
College of St. Rose professor Paul Lamar leads this popular series. 
Learn how to express yourself clearly and imaginatively, share your 
work, and respond to the stories of others. Attend any or all sessions. 
For adults.

R Every Monday at 1:30-3:00 pm (Not May 30)
 Howe Branch

Paper Bead Jewelry
We’ll make custom jewelry out of magazines, wrapping paper, and spe-
cial paper designed by you at this two-part program. Attendance at 
both sessions is required, as is registration. Please call 472-9485 to 
sign up. For adults.
May 2, 9 (Mon) at 6:00-7:30 pm
Howe Branch

Knitting & Stitching Group
Join other knitters, bring your own project, share tips, and help your 
fellow fiber artists. For adults.
May 5 and June 2 (Thurs) at 6:00-7:45 pm
May 17 and June 21 (Tues) at 6:00-7:45 pm
Bach Branch

Vibrant Pastel Drawings
Learn the fun process of chalk and glue drawings on black paper. In-
structor Dana Sela will share some basic still life drawing tips while 
we experiment with blending colors on dark paper and creating raised 
borders with a clear glue. The end result is eye-catching and fun! All 
experience levels welcome. Please register by calling the branch at 
482-7911 x230. For adults.
May 9 (Mon) at 6:30-8:00 pm
Pine Hills Branch

Calming Coloring
R  Here’s an opportunity to try out coloring 

for its relaxation benefits. Registration is 
required for the sessions at the Delaware 
Branch, so please call 463-0254 x223. For 
adults.

 May 10 (Tues) at 6:00-7:00 pm
 June 14 (Tues) at 6:00-7:00 pm
 Delaware Branch

R  Join us to explore the relaxing benefits of coloring for adults. No 
drawing skills necessary. Bring your own markers and pencils, or 
use our supply. Coloring sheets provided, too. For adults.

 May 26 (Thurs) at 6:00-7:30 pm
 June 23 (Thurs) at 6:00-7:30 pm
 Bach Branch

Sew! What?
Drop into our sewing lab to complete small projects, repair clothing, or 
make something new out of your old clothes. Sew what? You decide! 
Bring your own sewing machine or use one of ours. Instructors now 
available. Registration required on our website or by calling 472-9485. 
For ages 18+. (If you are interested in volunteering to be an instructor, 
please call the branch.)
May 11, 25 (Wed) at 6:00-7:30 pm
June 8, 22 (Wed) at 6:00-7:30 pm
Howe Branch

The Oxford Commas: Creative Writing Group
Come share your stories in this safe, non-judgmental environment. Get 
feedback and encouragement from other aspiring writers. For adults.
May 11 (Wed) at 6:30-7:30 pm
Pine Hills Branch

Scrabble Evening
Scrabble boards and the latest official dictionaries and cheat sheets 
are provided, along with coffee, tea, and cookies. For teens and adults.
May 12 (Thurs) at 6:00-7:45 pm
June 9 (Thurs) at 6:00-7:45 pm
Bach Branch

Soothing Stitches
Stop in and relax with other yarn and thread enthusiasts as you worn 
on your own projects. Basic instruction is available for newbies, but all 
levels of experience are welcome. Please bring your own supplies and 
implements. For adults.
May 16 (Mon) at 12:30-1:30 pm
June 13 (Mon) at 12:30-1:30 pm
Delaware Branch
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North Albany Book Club
Join us for a great discussion about a thought-
provoking book. Please call the branch at    
463-1581 for the next book club date and title. 
For adults.
North Albany Branch

Bach Fiction Book Discussion Group
Pick up your copy of the chosen fiction title at the book group or Bach 
reference desk. For adults.

R  May 3: Shanghai Girls by Lisa See
R  June 7: American Boy by Larry Watson

Tuesdays at 2:00-3:00 pm
Bach Branch

Bach Nonfiction Book Discussion Group
Join us for a thoughtful discussion of a nonfiction title. Books are dis-
tributed at each meeting for the next month’s discussion, or you can 
pick up a copy at the circulation desk. For adults.

R  May 19: Lafayette in the Somewhat United States by Sarah 
Vowel

R  June 16: A Walk in the Woods: Rediscovering America on the 
Appalachian Trail by Bill Bryson

Thursdays at 6:00-7:00 pm
Bach Branch

Career Center
Drop by and get help with submitting job applications, building resumes, 
writing cover letters, and searching for jobs. For adults.
Every Tuesday at 11:00 am-1:00 pm
Washington Ave. Branch
(Albany Made Digital Lab - 2nd Floor)

Resume Workshop
Want help creating or polishing your resume? Looking for a job, but un-
sure of how to apply on the computer? We can help! Drop by and meet 
with a librarian to get assistance with your job search and career skills. 
Every Thursday at 12:30-2:30 pm
Other times by appointment only (463-0254 x223)
Delaware Branch

Poetry Night
Join the Friends of APL for a lively poetry slam. Bring your own poetry 
to share, or just listen to others. This open mic-inspired poetry slam is 
hosted by the Friends’ Willie Mae Spencer. For ages 14+.
May 19 (Thurs) at 6:00-7:30 pm
June 16 (Thurs) at 6:00-7:30 pm
Arbor Hill/West Hill Branch

Interest in Pinterest
Do you love Pinterest? We do, too! Join us as we make 
a craft every month from all the great ideas we find 
on Pinterest. Follow APL’s “Pinterest Interest Board”                    
(@AlbanyNYLibrary) and heart the crafts you think we 
should make. For adults.
May 24 (Tues) at 6:30-7:30 pm
June 30 (Thurs) at 6:30-7:30 pm
Delaware Branch

Seashells in Black & White
Summer is almost here and what better artistic muse to have than 
seashells! Come learn tips on how to accurately draw these beautiful, 
organic shapes. In this class we’ll work in black and white, so we can 
focus primarily on the forms of the shells while creating a unique com-
position. All experience levels are welcome. Please call 482-7911 x230 
to register. For adults.
June 13 (Mon) at 6:00-7:00 pm
Pine Hills Branch

Reading Music: 
George R.R. Martin’s “A Song of Ice and Fire” with 
Music by Ryan Stewart and Tim Furgal
Part music performance, part book discussion, 
this event is a unique opportunity to delve deeper 
into the immensely popular “Song of Fire and Ice” 
fantasy novel series, while learning about the 
songwriting process. Original music inspired by 
George R.R. Martin’s books is performed by local 
musicians, including members of Sgt. Dunbar & 
the Hobo Banned, Hammer Hawk, and BEWARE! 
the Other Head of Science. For ages 18+.
May 25 (Wed) at 7:00-8:30 pm
Washington Ave. Branch
(2nd Floor, Local History Room)

Get Help with eBooks & More
Bring your mobile device, tablet, laptop, or eReader and get help down-
loading eBooks and eMagazines from the library. We can also help you 
download our free mobile app. You’ll need an email address and valid 
library card to download books and magazines.

R  Delaware Branch
 Call 463-0254 x223 for appointment 

R  Washington Ave. Branch
 Call 427-4303 for appointment

Basic Computer Instruction Class
Learn basic computer and internet skills in this hands-on class. Please 
register by calling 472-9482 x224. For adults.
June 1 (Wed) at 6:30-7:30 pm
Howe Branch 

One-on-One Computer Help
Get assistance with computer basics, internet skills, mobile devices, 
Microsoft Office programs, social media, job skills, and more. Please 
call appropriate branch to make an appointment. For adults.

R  Every Tuesday AND Thursday at 10:30-11:30 am
 (694-0596 x229)

 Arbor Hill/West Hill Branch
R  Please call 427-4303 to make an appointment

 Washington Ave. Branch
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The Friends of Albany Public Library host regular book reviews, author talks,  
and special presentations every Tuesday at 12:15 pm at the Washington Ave. Branch.

You can keep up with Friends news on Facebook, too – 
FriendsOfAlbanyPublicLibrary.

May 3—Book Review
The Myth of Seneca Falls: Memory and the Women’s 
Suffrage Movement, 1848-1898 by Lisa Tetrault
“This provocative work challenges the standard 
narrative of the history of the women’s rights 
movement in the United States,” according to Library 
Journal. Jennifer Dorsey, a professor of history at 
Siena College, reviews the book. 

May 10—Book Review
The Mare, a Novel by Mary Gaitskill
Susan Kayne, a self-described horse lover, television 
producer, and researcher, reviews the novel that NPR’s 
Fresh Air said is “a raw, beautiful story about love and 
mutual delusion, in which the fierce erotics of mother 
love and romantic love and even horse fever are swirled 
together.”

May 17—Author Talk
Stephen E. Gottlieb on Unfit for 
Democracy: The Roberts Court and 
the Breakdown of American Politics
The author, an Albany Law School 
professor and scholar of constitutional 
law, discusses his book in which 
he uses political science, historical, 
comparative, and legal perspectives to 
argue the importance of constitutional 
law focusing on the future of 
democratic government.

May 24—Book Review
The Valley of Amazement by Amy Tan
Benita Sanchez, a retired administrator from the 
University at Albany School of Social Welfare, reviews 
the novel that Parade magazine called, “an engrossing, 
multigenerational saga...grounded by Tan’s ability to 
bring tragically flawed characters and exotic locales to 
vivid life.”

May 31—Book Review
Our Kids: The American Dream in Crisis 
by Robert D. Putnam
Retired administrative law judge Frank Robinson 
reviews this book that Kirkus Reviews said, “paints a 
disturbing picture of the collapse of the working class 
and the growth of an upper class that seems to be 
largely unaware of the other’s precarious existence.”

June 7—Author Talk
Bob Cudmore on Lost Mohawk Valley
Cudmore, a local radio personality 
and author, discusses his latest book, 
which shares compelling stories 
about the unique people and places 
that populated the Mohawk Valley in 
generations past.

June 14—Book Review
Walking with Abel: Journeys with the Nomads of the 
African Savannah by Anna Badkhen
Library Journal said the author makes “Fulani culture 
come alive as she follows the herders’ daily efforts 
to cope with drought, disease, and death in an often 
unforgiving landscape.” The book is reviewed by Kevin 
Hickey, a professor of English and Africana studies at 
Albany College of Pharmacy & Health Sciences.

June 21—Book Review
The Catskills: Its History and How It Changed America 
by Stephen Silverman & Raphael Silver
“Stuffed with interesting sidebars and biographical 
sketches, the authors’ loose-limbed text meanders 
along many an intriguing byway of quaint and 
forgotten lore,” according to Publishers Weekly. 
The book is reviewed by John Rowan, a vegetation 
and environmental program manager for the NYS 
Department of Transportation.

June 28—Book Review
Anything that Burns You: A Portrait of Lola Ridge, Rad-
ical Poet by Terese Svoboda
Dan Wilcox, local poet and photographer, reviews this 
biography, of which Library Journal wrote “discovering 
Ridge’s work and life will be a delight for readers of 
women authors, feminism, and poetry, especially those 
interested in activist writers.”
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Homebuyer 101 Workshop
Get started on the path to buying a home with this overview of the 
home buying process, down payment programs, and what it takes to 
credit qualify for a mortgage. Presented by the Affordable Housing 
Partnership of the Greater Capital Region, Inc. Please register at 434-
1730. For ages 18+.
May 3 (Tues) at 5:30-7:30 pm
June 7 (Tues) at 5:30-7:30 pm
Washington Ave. Branch (1st Floor, Large Auditorium)

Free Legal Consultation
Get a free legal consultation on bankruptcy, housing, and other areas 
of civil law. Call the Legal Project of the Capital District Women’s Bar 
Association at 435-1770 to make an appointment. For ages 18+.
May 3 (Tues) at 5:30-8:00 pm, appointment required
June 7 (Tues) at 5:30-8:00 pm, appointment required
Washington Ave. Branch (2nd Floor, Computer Lab) 

Financial Planning Consultation
Get professional financial guidance without a product pitch. These 
free consultations are for beginning or experienced investors. Discuss 
any financial matter. Call 427-4303 to make an appointment for a 
30-minute consultation. For ages 18+.
May 17 (Tues) at 5:00-7:00 pm, by appointment
June 21 (Tues) at 5:00-7:00 pm, by appointment
Washington Ave. Branch

Credit Report & Repair Help
Drop in and get a free credit report and score from the Affordable 
Housing Partnership. Credit repair help is available, too. Appointments 
are not required, but you may call 427-4303 for more information. For 
ages 18+.
May 27 (Fri) at 11:30 am-1:30 pm
June 24 (Fri) at 11:30 am-1:30 pm
Washington Ave. Branch

Field Goods Produce Pickup
Several branches are pick up locations for subscribers to Field Goods, 
a weekly paid delivery service that provides certified organic produce 
from Hudson Valley farmers. For more information, call 1-888-887-
3848.

R  Delaware Branch: Wednesdays at 1:00-6:00 pm
R  Pine Hills Branch: Wednesdays at 1:00-8:00 pm and 

Thursdays at 1:00-6:00 pm 
R  Washington Ave. Branch: Thursdays at 1:00-6:00 pm

How Do You Jiu Jitsu?
Want to try martial arts or take on a new sport? Try Jiu Jitsu in this 
free series on the Brazilian form of martial arts. All levels are welcome. 
Participants should wear comfortable clothes and bring a water bottle. 
Please register by calling the branch at 472-9485 or online. For ages 
12+.
Every Monday at 4:30-5:30 pm (Not May 30)
Howe Branch

Senior Sculpt & Strength
With inspiration and guidance from a certified personal trainer, seniors 
take part in a fun, encouraging, and effective fitness class. Resistance 
bands, chairs, a great attitude, and instructor Hollan Bonjukian will 
help you improve your fitness. Please wear comfortable clothes and 
sneakers, and bring a towel and water bottle. Registration is required 
by calling 482-7911 x230. For seniors.  
May 10, 17, 24, 31 (Tues) at 2:00-3:00 pm
Pine Hills Branch

Parent/Caregiver & Teen Communication Workshop
Do you find it difficult to communicate with your teen? In this workshop, 
parents/caregivers and their teens explore ways to promote effective 
communication and understanding. The free workshop is presented by 
the Cornell Cooperative Extension and 4-H Youth Development. Light 
snacks will be provided. Both parents/caregivers and their teens are 
required to attend and register by calling 472-9485. For ages 13+.
May 16 (Mon) at 6:30-8:00 pm
Howe Branch

MOBILE APP
Access APL from your mobile device with our free app. Albany Public 
Library Mobile is available for free download for Apple and Android devices. 
Use the app to search the catalog, renew materials, access eBooks, manage 
your library account, find library locations and hours, see the calendar of 
events, and much more. The app gives you immediate 24/7 access to many 
APL services. Check it out!
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Then & Now: Albany, the South 
Mall, and a Neighborhood Lost
Learn about this important part of Albany’s 
history by viewing an exhibit that contains 
photos, newspaper clippings, memorabilia, 
and a slide show about the South Mall con-
struction and its impact on the city’s South 
End neighborhood. The exhibit was created 
by the Albany County Hall of Records. For 
all ages.
June 13-25 (Mon-Sat) during regular 
hours
Howe Branch

Cooking Up History
Wash your hands, roll up your sleeves, and 
join us as we fix some gumbo using local 
ingredients with instruction from Honest 
Weight Food Co-op. We’ll also learn some 
historical facts about gumbo and recognize 
the upcoming African American holiday Ju-
neteenth (which is commemorated on June 
19). Space is limited, so please register by 
calling 472-9485. For adults.
June 14 (Tues) at 4:30-5:30 pm
Howe Branch

98 Acres in Albany: 40 Blocks, 
Thousands of Stories
The 98 Acres Project shares the history of 
the people of the South End before the con-
struction of the Empire State Plaza. David 
Hochfelder, Ann Pfau, Stacy Sewell, and 
Tracey Casseus share stories gleaned from 
government documents, oral histories, and 
local reporting. Light refreshments, too. For 
adults.
June 15 (Wed) at 6:00-8:00 pm
Howe Branch

Local History Room Open Hours
R  Every Monday at 4:00-7:00 pm

R  1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month 
at 10:00 am-1:00 pm

R  Every Friday at 2:00-5:00 pm

R  2nd and 4th Saturday* of each month at 
1:30-5:00 pm

Albany City Historian Tony Opalka is avail-
able in the Local History Room on:

R  1st, 3rd & 4th Monday of each month at 
6:00-7:00 pm

R  2nd Saturday of each month at 2:00-
4:00 pm

For more information, call 427-4303 or 
email localhistory@albanypubliclibrary.org. 
Washington Ave. Branch (2nd floor, Local 
History Room)

Spring & Summer Movie Club
Fun family-friendly movies every Wednesday evening. Check the “Kids 
& Teens” section for movie titles. For families.
Every Wednesday in May & June at 5:00-7:30 pm
North Albany Branch

Tuesday Night Cinema
Watch a newly released movie at the library. For teens and adults.
May 3 (Tues) at 5:00-7:00 pm
June 7 (Tues) at 5:00-7:00 pm
Arbor Hill/West Hill Branch

Sunday Cinema
Watch a variety of movies shown on the big screen in the large audito-
rium on the 1st floor of the Washington Ave. Branch. 
R  May 8: “Enter the Dragon” (R, 102 minutes, 1973)
R  May 22: “The 36th Chamber of Shaolin” (R, 115 minutes, 1978)
R  June 5: “The Road to Perdition” (R, 117 minutes, 2002)
R  June 19: “The Life Aquatic” (R, 119 minutes, 2004) 
Sundays at 2:00-4:00 pm
Washington Ave. Branch

Vanguard/Albany Symphony Orchestra Prevue 
The ASO treats us to a special prevue discussion of each weekend’s 
performance. The May prevue theme is “Mahler’s Resurrection Sym-
phony,” while the June date highlights “American Music Festival.” For 
ages 18+.
May 13 (Fri) at 12:00-1:00 pm
June 10 (Fri) at 12:00-1:00 pm
Washington Ave. Branch

Saturday Family Matinee
Fun, family-friendly flicks. Please call 694-0596 for the movie title.
For families.
May 14 (Sat) at 2:00-4:00 pm
June 11 (Sat) at 2:00-4:00 pm
Arbor Hill/West Hill Branch

Photo Courtesy NYS Archives
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Child Seat Installations
The Albany Police Department regularly 
conducts free child seat installations at our 
Washington Ave. Branch. Appointments 
are required and can made by emailing 
carseats@albany-ny.org or calling 427-
4355.
Select Days, Appointment Required
Washington Ave. Branch

Solar Power 101
What is photovoltaic solar power and how 
does it work as part of a home energy 
system? This workshop introduces you to 
the basics of solar power, including ways to 
use it, the benefits, purchasing options, and 
how to take advantage of state and federal 
initiative programs. There will be time to 
ask your specific questions. Snacks will be 
provided. Please register by calling 482-
7911 x230. For adults.
May 2 (Mon) at 6:30-7:30 pm
Pine Hills Branch

May the Fourth Be with You
It’s #StarWarsDay again! Join us for an 
afternoon of Star Wars fun for the whole 
family including Death Star art, padawan 
popcorn, and “Pin the Light Saber on Yoda.” 
For families.
May 4 (Wed) at 4:00-6:00 pm
Delaware Branch

Free Comic Book Day
Stop by any of our branches today and 
collect free comics as part of national 
Free Comic Book Day. Some branches 
are also providing special craft activities 
for kids. For all ages.
May 7 (Sat) at 12:00-5:00 pm
All Branches

Tulip Fest
Come visit our tent in 
the Kidzone at this 
year’s Albany Tulip 
Festival! We are 
partnering with the 
Albany Department of 
Recreation to provide 
entertaining activities, 
book giveaways, and more fun for kids.
May 7 (Sat) at 11:00 am-6:00 pm
Washington Park

APL Board of Trustees Meeting
The library’s elected board meets monthly 
to discuss library business. The public 
is welcome and encouraged to attend, 
and there are opportunities to speak in 
front of the board at the start and end of 
every meeting. Agendas and minutes 
can be found on our website (About 
APL>Leadership>Board Meetings). Videos 
of board meetings are also posted on our 
YouTube channel @AlbanyNYLibrary. For 
ages 18+.
May 10 (Tues) at 6:00 pm – Pine Hills 
Branch
June 14 (Tues) at 6:00 pm – Arbor Hill/
West Hill Branch

Car Q & A
Is your car making a funny noise? Is your 
check engine light on and you want to 
know why? Maybe you’re interested in 
purchasing a vehicle in the near future and 
need some recommendations. Stop by the 
library and talk to Will, AH/WH librarian/car 
guy, regarding everything automotive. All 
questions welcome!
May 10, 24 (Tues) at 6:00-7:30 pm
June 7, 21 (Tues) at 6:00-7:30 pm
Arbor Hill/West Hill Branch

Scrabble Evening
Join us for a night of Scrabble play with 
friends. We’ll have Scrabble boards and the 
latest official dictionaries and cheat sheets 
for you to use, as well as tea, coffee, and 
cookies. For teens and adults.
May 12 (Thurs) at 6:00-7:45 pm
June 9 (Thurs) at 6:00-7:45 pm
Bach Branch

Spread Some Flavor: International 
Food Month
Celebrate International Food Month by 
sampling some delicious spreads and other 
snacks. For adults.
May 20 (Fri) at 12:00-2:00 pm
Bach Branch

Speed Friending for 20s/30s
Are you looking to meet new people around 
town? Are you new to Albany? Kinda shy? 
Need an ice breaker? This program is for 
you! It’s totally dedicated to intentionally 
getting to know new people in a safe and 
friendly environment. Bring your friends to 
make some new friends. For adults.
May 21 (Sat) at 2:00-4:00 pm
Delaware Branch
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Homework Help for Kids & Teens
Local tutors from the Albany College of Pharmacy and Health Sci-
ences Family Literacy Program and students from the Albany Medical 
College are available after school to tutor youngsters. Please call one 
of the participating branches to sign up for a 30-minute tutoring ses-
sion. For school-age children and teens.
Ongoing During School Year
Branches: Bach, Delaware, Howe, Pine Hills, Washington Ave.

Adult Basic Education Class
Capital Region BOCES provides free adult basic education classes 
for all students 18 or older who lack a high school diploma and have 
left school. The program is free and features instruction by a certified 
teacher in the five areas of study for the HSE exam. Please call the 
Capital Region BOCES Adult Education Office at 862-4775 for more 
information and to register. For adults.
Arbor Hill/West Hill Branch AND Washington Ave. Branch

Library Vote
City voters go to the polls on May 17 to cast ballots on the library’s 2017 budget and three 
open seats on the APL Board of Trustees. (APL’s election is held in conjunction with the 
City School District of Albany.) Budget and candidate information is posted on the library’s 
website. For more information about polling places, please visit the school district website at 
www.albanyschools.org
May 17 (Tues) at 7:00 am-9:00 pm
Various Polling Locations in Albany

Budget Session & Candidate Forum
The public is invited to attend a forum where they can learn more about the proposed 2017 budget and meet the trustee candidates. The agenda 
for each forum is the same, but they are offered at two different branches. We also plan to record the forums and post the videos on YouTube.
May 2 (Mon) at 6:00-7:30 pm – Washington Ave. Branch
May 5 (Thurs) at 6:00-7:30 pm – Pine Hills Branch

English Spoken Here: Conversation Class
Practice your English conversation skills in this drop-in English for 
speakers of other languages class run by Literacy NY Greater Capital 
Region. For more information, please call 452-3381. For adults.
Every Tuesday at 1:30-3:30 pm
Delaware Branch

ESL: Intermediate Class
Capital Region BOCES offers this free intermediate-level English as a 
Second Language class on Mondays and Wednesdays. There are two 
start times for the three-hour sessions, either at 9:00 am or at 12:00 
pm. Please register by calling BOCES at 862-4775. For adults.
Every Monday and Wednesday
9:00 am-12:00 pm OR 12:00-3:00 pm
Pine Hills Branch
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YOUTH FX FILMMAKING FOR TEENS @ DELAWARE 
BRANCH APL continues its year of Youth FX filmmaking with 
two months of programs at the Delaware Branch! 
The award-winning Youth FX filmmakers will lead 
teens in a one-day program and an eight-week 
program. All of the finished films will be screened 
at a special event with free popcorn and prizes 
(date TBA). Special thanks to the Best Buy 
Foundation for making the Youth FX programs possible at APL!

5-Hour Film Project
Learn the basics of filmmaking and create a short film in one day. 
Youth FX will teach teens to write, direct, film, and edit. At the end of 
the day, we’ll eat popcorn and watch the finished film. Please regis-
ter by calling 463-0254. For ages 11-17.
May 7 (Sat) at 12:00-5:00 pm
Delaware Branch

8-Week Filmmaking Workshop
Over the course of eight weekly workshops, participants will go 
deeper into the filmmaking process to develop, shoot, and edit com-
plete films. Please register by calling the Delaware Branch at 463-
0254. For ages 11-17.
May 10, 17, 24, 31 AND
June 7, 14, 21, 28 (Tues) at 3:30-6:00 pm
Delaware Branch

Guessing Contest
Guess how many items are in the jar and win a gift prize! In May our jar 
will be filled with rubber duckies and in June it’ll be mini beach balls! 
The winner will be announced the last day of the month. For ages 16 
and under.
May 1-31 during regular branch hours
June 1-30 during regular branch hours
North Albany Branch

Real Talk
The Alliance for Positive Health hosts this HIV, STD, and substance 
abuse prevention program for teens. The Real Talk project includes 
weekly group discussions, testing, and short-term case management. 
Teens are welcome to drop in any week. For ages 13-17.
May 2, 9, 16, 23 (Mon) at 4:00-5:00 pm
June 6, 13, 20, 27 (Mon) at 4:00-5:00 pm
Arbor Hill/West Hill Branch

Mother’s Day Craft
Create a special Mother’s Day bracelet and foam flower for that spe-
cial mom in your life! For ages 5-17.
May 3 (Tues) at 3:30-5:00 pm
North Albany Branch

May the Fourth: Star Wars Day!
Several branches are celebrating Star Wars 
Day with fun activities for kids and families.
R  Delaware Branch at 4:00-6:00 pm
 Make some Death Star art, eat padawan popcorn, and play “Pin 

the Light Saber on Yoda.” For all ages.
R  North Albany Branch at 3:30-5:00 pm
 Make Star Wars character rolls, decorate Princess Leia cupcakes, 

and watch “Star Wars: The Clone Wars.” For kids and teens.
R  Pine Hills Branch at 3:30-4:30 pm
 Have some fun with Wookies and Storm Troopers. For kids and 

teens.
May 4 (Wed)

Spring & Summer Movie Club
Fun family-friendly movies every Wednesday evening. For families.
R  May 4: “Star Wars: The Clone Wars” (PG, 98 minutes)
R  May 11: “The Princess and the Frog” (G, 95 minutes)
R  May 18: “Up” (PG, 96 minutes)
R  May 25: “Tangled” (PG, 100 minutes)
R  June 1: “Toy Story” (G, 81 minutes)
R  June 8: “The Incredibles” (PG, 111 minutes)
R  June 15: “Finding Nemo” (G, 101 minutes)
R  June 22: “Emperor’s New Groove” (G, 78 minutes)
R  June 29: “Air Bud” (PG, 99 minutes)
Every Wednesday in May & June at 5:00-7:30 pm
North Albany Branch

Cinco de Mayo Craft
Celebrate Cinco de Mayo by decorating your own maracas and have 
fun with your fiesta noisemakers. For ages 5-17.
May 5 (Thurs) at 3:30-5:00 pm
North Albany Branch

After School Crafts
Kids make a different craft each month. For grades K-3.
R  May 5: Paper Tulips for Mother’s Day
R  June 16: Make Something Special for Father’s Day
Thursdays at 4:00-5:00 pm
Delaware Branch
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1st Saturday for Families
Bring your little ones, ages 0-7, for these fun activities:
R  May 7: “Music Together
 Enjoy folk songs, sing, dance, and make music with 

Deb Cavanaugh, who will play her guitar, mountain 
dulcimer, and more.

R  June 4: “Not a Box” Stories & Play Time
 We’ll read books about boxes, including “Not a Box” by Antoinette 

Portis. Then we’ll make rocket ships, castles, and other creations with 
our “not a boxes!”

Saturdays at 10:30-11:30 am
Washington Ave. Branch

Visit Us at Tulip Fest
The library will have a tent full of awesome activities in the Kidzone at this 
year’s Albany Tulip Festival! We are partnering with the Albany Department 
of Recreation to provide entertaining activities, book giveaways, and more 
fun. For families.
May 7 (Sat) at 11:00 am-6:00 pm
Washington Park

Sensory Story Time
Little ones with sensory challenges now have their 
own story time! The program features 30 minutes of books, songs, and 
movement followed by 60 minutes of play time. Children can participate as 
much, or as little, as they want, and sitting still is not required. This series is 
designed to meet the needs of children with sensory challenges. The Pine 
Hills children’s librarians welcome comments and questions you may have 
about this story time. For children ages 0-8 who are on the spectrum, and 
their caregivers. Siblings are welcome and encouraged to attend. 
May 7 (Sat) at 2:00-3:30 pm
June 4 (Sat) at 2:00-3:30 pm
Pine Hills Branch

Free Comic Book Day!
Stop by and pick up some awesome comics that you 
can keep and bring home with you. Some branches 
have special activities for kids and teens, too. For all 
ages.
May 7 (Sat) at 12:00-5:00 pm
ALL Branches 

Children’s Book Week
Check out a book during Children’s Book Week and receive a prize. Ages 
17 and under.
May 9-14 (Mon-Sat) during regular hours
North Albany Branch

Experience Science!
Help us with a science experiments. 
R  May 12: Learn how rain and precipitation happen and check out some 

cool books about weather and the water cycle. For ages 8-17.
R  June 16: Learn how volcanos happen and check out some books 

about geology and the earth. For ages 8-17.
Thursdays at 4:00-5:00 pm
Arbor Hill/West Hill Branch

After School Science
Enjoy science-based activities with us after school. For ages 6-17.
R  May 19: Make Your Own Kite that Actually Flies
 Everyone gets an easy-to-build Frustrationless Flyer Kite kit. We’ll put 

together our kites and decorate them using markers, crayons, and 
paint. Space is limited so registration is required by calling 463-0254 
x223.

R  June 2: Catch a Lightning Bug
 Who isn’t fascinated by lightning bugs? Why do they glow and how do 

they light up? Let’s find out about these unique, beautiful bugs. Then 
we’ll make some using green soda bottles and glow sticks.

Thursdays at 4:00-5:00 pm
Delaware Branch

Saturday Science
Let’s do some Makedo Kits together, using cardboard, special tools, 
and fasteners to create something cool. For ages 6-12.
May 21 (Sat) at 2:00-3:00 pm
Bach Branch

Everyone has a Story to Tell
Everyone has a story to tell—come write yours down in this four-ses-
sion series! Kids and teens learn tips and tricks about fiction writing 
and creating their own short stories. They’ll also illustrate their stories 
and read them to friends and parents at the final workshop. Jessie 
Serfilippi, a graduate student at the College of St. Rose, leads the 
workshops. There are separate workshops for younger kids (ages 
7-10) and teens (ages 11-17).
R May 23 and June 6, 13, 20 (Mon) at 3:30-4:30 pm (For ages 7-10)
R  May 26 and June 2, 9, 16 (Thurs) at 3:30-4:30 pm (For ages 11-17)
Pine Hills Branch

Minecraft Perlers
Obsessed with Minecraft? Create your own zombie out of Perler 
beads! For ages 5-17.
June 2 (Thurs) at 3:30-5:00 pm
North Albany Branch

Edible Flower Cupcakes
Decorate your own cupcake with candy “petals” using jelly beans, 
M&Ms, and sprinkles. For ages 5-17.
June 7 (Tues) at 3:30-5:00 pm
North Albany Branch

Zoom into Nano: Size, Scale & Surprises
All this summer we’ll explore nanotech in 
a series of hands-on family science nights 
at three APL branches. Experts from the 
Children’s Museum of Science + Technology 
at SUNY Polytechnic Institute will guide our young scientists as 
they investigate the world of nano. The workshops continue in 
July and August. For families.
R  June 8 (Wed) at 6:00-7:15 pm: Washington Ave. Branch
R  June 14 (Tues) at 6:00-7:15 pm: Bach Branch
R  June 28 (Tues) at 6:00-7:15 pm: Delaware Branch

Duct Tape Crafts
We’ll use trusty old duct tape to create fun and useful objects. For 
ages 11-17.
June 9 (Thurs) at 3:30-5:00 pm
North Albany Branch

Study Hall
Catch up on some last-minute studying before Regents exams, or 
unwind after your tests. Computers, bean bags, and activities will be 
available. For ages 14+.
June 13-23 (Mon-Thurs) at 12:30-2:30 pm
Howe Branch

Father’s Day Craft
Make a Father’s Day ornament and scratcher to give to that special 
dad in your life. For ages 5-17.
June 16 (Thurs) at 3:30-5:00 pm
North Albany Branch

Yarn Orbs
Make a yarn orb using balloons, yarn, and a mixture of glue and corn 
starch. The orbs will need to dry overnight, so you can pick yours up on 
Friday. For ages 11-17.
June 23 (Thurs) at 3:30-5:00 pm
North Albany Branch
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BOOK DONATIONS
You can now donate gently used books to APL through Better 
World Books. Book donations can be dropped into special bright 
green collection boxes at the Washington Ave. Branch and the 
Delaware Branch. Better World Books sells the books online, 
donates them to literacy partners around the globe, and recycles 
them if necessary.

Look for the bright green Better World Books donation boxes in 
the parking lots at:    

Washington Ave. Branch at 161 Washington Ave. 
Delaware Branch at 331 Delaware Ave. 

APL, and the Library Foundation, receive a portion of the 
proceeds from the online sales of books donated at our sites. 
That money goes back into your neighborhood libraries to make 
them better. Thank you for your donation!

PROGRAM AGES DAY, TIME LOCATION SPECIAL NOTES

After School Story Time Grades K-3 Thursdays at 4:00-5:00 pm Delaware Branch May 12, 26 and June 9, 23

Baby Bounce Time  
Story Time Pre-walkers

Thursdays at 10:30-11:30 am Washington Ave. Branch Every week:  
Songs, stories, play groupThursdays at 10:30-11:30 am Pine Hills Branch

Daycare Story Time Pre-schoolers Tuesdays at 10:30 am Washington Ave. Branch

May 10, 24 and June 14, 28
Stories, songs for children 
attending day cares and their 
providers. Call 427-4310 to 
let them know your daycare 
group is attending.

Good Night Story Time Pre-schoolers
Tuesdays at 7:00-7:30 pm Bach Branch Every week:

Wind down the day.
PJs welcome!Mondays at 7:00-7:30 pm Pine Hills Branch

Kindergarten Story Time 3-6 Tuesdays at 4:00-5:00 pm Arbor Hill/West Hill Branch Every week

Pre-school Story Time 3-5

Tuesdays at 10:30-11:30 am Howe Branch May 3, 10, 17 and June 7, 14

Tuesdays at 10:30-11:30 am North Albany Branch Every week

Wednesdays at 10:30-11:00 am Delaware Branch Every week

Wednesdays at 10:30 am Washington Avenue Branch Every week

Toddler Story Time 0-3
Tuesdays at 10:30 am Pine Hills Branch Every week

Fridays at 10:30 am Washington Ave. Branch Every week

Toddler Story Time 
and Play Group 0-3 Mondays at 10:30 am-12:00 pm Bach Branch Every week (Not May 30)
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PROGRAM AGES DAY, TIME LOCATION SPECIAL NOTES

After School Art Grades K-5 Wednesdays at 4:00-4:45 pm Bach Branch Every week

Board Game Club Ages 5-17 Fridays at 3:30-5:00 pm North Albany Branch Every week (Not June 30)

Crafternoon Club Ages 5-17
Tuesdays at 3:30-5:00 pm

North Albany Branch
Every week (Not June 28)

Thursdays at 3:30-5:00 pm Every week (Not June 30)

Game On Ages 12-17 Fridays at 4:00-5:00 pm Bach Branch Every week

Howe-lers Club Ages 5-17 Mondays at 4:00-5:00 pm Howe Branch Every week (Not May 30)

It’s Elementary Kids Club Grades K-5 Tuesdays at 3:30 pm Pine Hills Branch May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

LEGO Club

Ages 5-12

Tuesdays at 4:30-5:30 pm Howe Branch Every week (Not May 24, 31)

Wednesdays at 3:30 pm Pine Hills Branch May 4, 11, 18, 25

Wednesdays at 4:00-4:45 pm Bach Branch Every week

Wednesdays at 4:00-5:00 pm Delaware Branch May 18 and June 15

Ages 8-17
Mondays at 3:30-5:00 pm North Albany Branch Every week (Not May 30)

Wednesdays at 4:00-5:00 pm Arbor Hill/West Hill Branch May 11, 25 and June 8, 22

Monday Lab Grades 4-6 Mondays at 4:00-4:45 pm Bach Branch
Every week (Not May 30, 
June 27)
Science, tech & art activities

Off the Grid Gaming Ages 5-16 Wednesdays at 5:30-7:45 pm Howe Branch Every week (Not June 29)
Play Wii, Xbox & Wii Universe

Play & Grow Ages 0-5 Wed. at 11:00 am-12:00 pm Delaware Branch
Every week 
Unstructured play with toy 
kitchens, train sets, more

Teen Open Computer Lab Ages 12-17
Mondays at 5:00-7:45 pm Washington Ave. Branch 

(2nd Floor, Computer Lab)

Every week
No library card required.  
Play games, watch videos, 
cruise web.Tues & Thurs at 3:30-5:45 pm

Teen Time Ages 11-17 Fridays at 3:30-4:30 pm Pine Hills Branch May 13, 20, 27

Wii Gaming for Teens Ages 11-17
Fridays at 4:00-5:00 pm Arbor Hill/West Hill Branch May 13, 27 and June 10, 24

Fridays at 4:30-5:30 pm Washington Ave. Branch Every week
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Raising a Reader
Parents, did you know that reading out loud to a child is the best 
way to prepare him for reading success? Every time you read to 
your baby, toddler, or preschooler, her vocabulary and language 
skills grow.

Our Raising a Reader program helps prepare young children for a 
lifetime of literacy by making it easy to track how often they hear 
books read aloud. The program is simple, free, and done at your 
own pace. Its rewards are priceless!

Register your little reader today at any APL location. Visit your 
favorite branch to learn more about Raising a Reader. Our librar-
ians also have helpful tips for those just getting started reading to 
their little ones.

BEAT BOTS
Our three-month robotics program 
continues! From May 2-27, the Pine Hills 
and Washington Ave. teams will finish 
creating their robots. Then from June 27-
July 1, teens will focus on programming the 
robots to dance during a week-long coding 
camp. All activities are free. For ages 11-
17. (Note: Even though this program began 
in March, all are welcome and teens do 
not need to have participated in previous 
sessions.) 

Team Practice May 2-27
Teams finish creating their robots. NO registration required.
R  Every Monday and Wednesday at 4:00-6:00 pm: 

Washington Ave Branch
R  Every Wednesday and Friday at 4:00-6:00 pm:
 Pine Hills Branch

Coding Camp June 27-July 1 (Mon-Fri) at 9:00 am-3:00 pm
Teens program their robots to dance to music in preparation for a 
dance-off at SummerFest on July 9. Registration for Coding Camp 
is required by calling 427-4310.
R  Pine Hills Branch
R  Washington Ave. Branch

Special thanks to NYS Assemblyperson Patricia Fahy, 109th District, 
for making this program possible.

ON YOUR MARK, GET SET, READ!
It’s time for the Summer Reading Program at your library! 

Summer Reading Kickoff
The program kicks off on Saturday, June 25, from noon until 5:00 pm at 
EVERY APL branch library. Stop by and register for the Summer Reading 
Program, pick up your reading record, and borrow some books! A few 
locations have special activities planned, too.
R  Bach Branch at 12:00-4:30 pm
Do a StoryWalk about the history of popcorn and enjoy this tasty treat. 
R  Delaware Branch at 1:00-3:00 pm
Enjoy stories, games, crafts, and free Stewart’s sundaes, while supplies 
last.
R  North Albany Branch at 1:00-4:30 pm
Get a fun and tasty treat after you sign up for summer reading.
Pine Hills Branch at 12:00-5:00 pm
Feast on a frozen yogurt pop and guess how many treats are in the jar.
R  Washington Ave. Branch at 1:00-3:00 pm
Decorate, and eat, some yummy cupcakes. We’ll award ribbons for the 
Funniest, Most Creative, Most Sporting, and Most Disgusting creations.
R  June 25 (Sat) at 12:00-5:00 pm
ALL Libraries

Club Wii Basketball
This year’s Summer Reading Program 
emphasizes sports and exercising, so 
we’ll be practicing our basketball skills 
on the Wii! Bring your friends. For ages 
5-17.
June 28 (Tues) at 3:30-5:00 pm
North Albany Branch

Basketball Earring Craft
We’re continuing the basketball 
theme this week by making some cool 
basketball earrings for yourself, or to give to someone else. For ages 
5-17.
June 29 (Wed) at 3:00-5:00 pm
North Albany Branch

Inflatable Basketball
Get ready for some inflatable basketball fun in the library. For ages 5-17.
June 30 (Thurs) at 3:00-5:00 pm
North Albany Branch

AH/WH Indoor Olympics
Start off the first week of Summer 
Reading with some Olympic fun! Compete 
in various feats of physical aptitude with 
your friends, like running, jumping, and 
other fun events. Refreshments, too. For 
ages 5-17.
June 30 (Thurs) at 3:30-4:30 pm
Arbor Hill/West Hill Branch
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Library
Address

616 North Pearl Street, 12204463-1581Mon. & Tues.
10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Wednesday
12:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Thurs. & Fri.
12:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Saturday
11:00 am - 3:00 pm

161 Washington Avenue, 12210427-4300 Mon., Tues. & Wed.
10:00 am - 8:00 pm

Thurs. & Fri.
10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Saturday
10:00 am - 5:00 pm

Sunday
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm CLOSED SUNDAYS  IN JULY & AUGUST

twitter @AlbanyNYLibrary
facebook AlbanyNYLibrary

pinterest AlbanyNYLibrary
instagram @AlbanyNYLibrary

youtube AlbanyNYLibrary

Library
Address

148 Henry Johnson Blvd., 12210

694-0596

455 New Scotland Avenue, 12208

482-2154

331 Delaware Avenue, 12209

463-0254

Mon. & Wed. 10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Tues. & Thurs. 12:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Friday
12:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Saturday
12:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Sunday
BACH BRANCH ONLY

1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

105 Schuyler Street, 12202

472-9485

517 Western Avenue, 12203

482-7911

Mon. & Wed. 12:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Tuesday
10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Thurs. & Fri.
12:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Saturday
12:00 pm - 5:00 pm
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