
THE RENOVATION PROJECT: The John A. Howe Branch Library renovation project began in 

Fall 2008 and as of June 2009, work on the 71-year-old building is about 55 percent complete.   

 

CURRENT AND COMPLETED WORK: This stately historic library is undergoing a massive 

change. The restoration work on the historic windows is nearing completion. A new two-

story addition, which provides handicapped access, is now being built. Attached to the back 

of the library, the addition will house an elevator, stairs, and restrooms. A much-needed, 

high-efficiency heating/cooling system has been installed for the building. Light-gauge 

metal framing has been installed creating new rooms and defining work spaces. Workers 

are installing new electrical lines, duct work, and preparing to put up the new walls.   

 

UPCOMING WORK AND OPENING: Work will continue until the projected construction com-

pletion date of December 2009. The furniture, shelving, collection, computers, and other tech-

nology will be moved into the building over the course of the following two months. The 

Howe Branch Library is currently scheduled to open in February 2010.   
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This side view of the John A. Howe Branch Library highlights the new two-
story addition that will provide a fully accessible entrance into the building. 
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windows is nearing completion. 

(Above) Workers build the rear addition at Howe, which will contain a 
ground floor entrance, elevator, stairs, and bathrooms. This fully ac-
cessible entrance will allow community access to the main meeting 
room outside regular library hours. 

(Above) Light-gauge metal framing outlines 
the start of new staff spaces and meeting 
rooms on the main floor at Howe. 


